


252 JOURNAL OF VERTEBRATE PALEONTOLOGY, VOL. 24, NO. 1, 2004 

Chalk Formations") he only gives the Greek roots for the genus in the 
second publication as a footnote (konis, meaning chalk, plaster or dust; 
and sauros, meaning lizard). When connecting two Greek roots, the 
connecting vowel is almost always an "o" (Brown, 1956); thus, it 
seems likely that Owen was trying to correct the earlier spelling from 
the "a" to the more common "o." 

However, according to Article 32 of the International Code of Zoo- 
logical Nomenclature (International Commission on Zoological No- 
menclature, 1999), use of an inappropriate connecting vowel is not con- 
sidered an inadvertent error in spelling. Since it cannot be emended, the 
original spelling must stand. Therefore, the 1851 publication was an 
unjustified emendation (Article 33), and in the process created a new 
name, "Coniosaurus," giving the exact diagnosis, and specifying and 
figuring the same type specimen, for the taxon named just a year before. 
Accordingly, Coniosaurus is a junior objective synonym of Coniasau- 
rus. 
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